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Special Thanks to Our Speakers

Ft. Lauderdale - June 17 th

“Building Your Leadership Brand”

Drawing on her success at the Four Seasons as their Chief Marketing Officer and currently as a consultant in global 
branding and service innovation, Barbara Talbot gave an energetic and inspiring presentation to a full house of 
WEL charter members and guests on June 17th on how women can best brand themselves as they move through 
their personal and professional endeavors. Utilizing the four principles of value, values, vision, and visibility, 
Barbara discussed how we can build our own leadership brand drawing on the success of prominent female CEO’s 
and philanthropists. Barbara’s presentation was a great example of how WEL advocates, connects and educates 
accomplished women. 

Take Your Not-For-Profit Board To The Next Level
University of Miami-Bank United Center, Hurricane 1 00 Room, Coral Gables

October 23 rd 7:30 am to 10:00 am

Who should attend: Chairmen, Board Directors, CEOs, Board Development Officers, Committee Chairs, 
and Executives seeking Not-For-Profit Board of Director positions.

Workshop facilitators: Bonnie Crabtree, Senior Client Partner and Managing Director - Florida Office, 
Korn/Ferry International and Lydia I. Muniz , MSSA, President & Chief Executive Officer, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Greater Miami & The Mentoring Resource Center.

Topics of Discussion
� What does a high performing Board look like?
� What is good Board Governance?
� How do you maximize …..

The Board’s Accountability
The Board’s Engagement, and 
Your Role as a Board Director?

Please register for this event online at: www.welflorida.com
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Save the Dates

We will finish our 2009 program calendar on December 3 rd with a Director Panel discussion led by Yvonne 
Jackson, Winn-Dixie Director.  The topic, “10 Tips Every Director Should Know” to be hosted by  Nova 
Southeastern University. We continue to host a series of intimate luncheons for potential members to get to 
know us better, and hope that you will reach out to your contacts to bring new members to WEL. We will a host a 
Charter Member Only event at the Ft. Lauderdale Art Museum on November 16 th. A private reception to view the 
Norman Rockwell Collection. A beautiful artistic event and a great networking opportunity.

Below is the WEL 2010 event calendar. Some dates and program details are tentative and subject to change. You 
may access the details of upcoming programs and register on our website, www.womenexecutiveleadership.com.

Date Location Program Speaker/Sponsor 

January 11 Miami Viceroy Hotel 
Networking 
Reception 

Fashion Show by 
Carlisle Fashion 

January TBD Miami WEL and TCI 
present a discussion 
with Alex Sink 

Alex Sink 

February 18 Ft. Lauderdale  How Today's Leaders  
Support Women In 
Leadership 

CEO panel featuring 
a) Greg Swienton, 
CEO of Ryder System 
b) Ben Baldanza, CEO 
of Spirit Airlines and 
c) Luda Kopeikina, 
CEO of Noventra 
Corp. 
 

March  Miami Baptist Hospital TBD 
April 15 Ft. Lauderdale ION Panel Three ION Directors 

discuss nationwide 
movement regarding 
diversity in the 
boardroom 

June Children’s Museum TBD TBD 
October Ft. Lauderdale Search Firm Panel 

Discussion 
TBD 

December Miami WEL Holiday Party 
at the W Hotel  

WEL Charter  
Members 
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Women on the Move … In the Boardroom

WEL Board Member, Carolyn Donaldson was re-elected to serve a two-year term on the Board, and Executive 
Committee for the United Way of Miami Dade County.   WEL Charter Member, Mindy Cunningham , was recently 
promoted to Regional Managing Director of Florida for Resources Global. Her responsibilities have been 
expanded to include the Central and North Florida markets in addition to South Florida. Judith M. Von 
Seldeneck , the  Chairman/CEO of Diversified Search, Ray & Berndtson, one of WEL’s advisory board members, 
was appointed to the Board of Directors of Citizens Financial Group (RBS) Board, the 8th largest US bank. 

…In the Executive Suite

WEL's Chairman, Cindy Kushner recently joined Crowe Horwath LLP as a Partner in the Fort Lauderdale Office 
after 25 years with the Big Four.

WEL Charter Membership is Growing!

Demonstrate your support of WEL by becoming a Charter Member.  A special “Charter Members Only” event is 
planned for the Fall.  Our membership drive for 2009 is ongoing. Every WEL Newsletter profiles a few of our 
Charter Members:

Gail P. Birks is the Certified Black Belt in Lean Six Sigma.  Ms. Birks has served the 
public and private sectors on a local, regional and national level since 1990.  Ms. Birks 
has raised the awareness of grassroots and corporate clients through her results 
oriented consulting and training exercises, resulting in heightened awareness in the 
areas of diversity, self-directed results oriented workgroups and high performance 
teams, and strategic planning with an entrepreneurial twist.  She holds a Bachelors 
Degree in Economics and Finance from Tennessee State University in Nashville, 
Tennessee and a graduate degree from the Executive MBA Program at Florida 
International University. 

Donna Meshaka has resided in Southeast Florida since 1969.She is a management 
consulting executive with more than 25 years in providing technology enabled best 
practices in Finance, Procurement, Human Resources and Information Technology.  
Currently, she is a Partner at Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) a global $17.1B 
technology solutions company. She was also a partner at BDO Seidman, LLP, one of 
the largest accounting and consulting firms in the world. She was the only female 
partner in the Miami office. Donna is a graduate of Our Lady of Lourdes Academy in 
South Miami and obtained her B.A. from Florida International University in 1983.

Anne Bedinger, Vice President, Investments Wealth Management Specialist. Anne is a 
Virginia native and earned her bachelor’s degree in finance from Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute in 1985. With more than 22 years of experience as a financial advisor, she 
continues to stay well informed of current trends in the business world. Anne is active in 
prestigious professional and community organizations such as the National Association 
of Women Business Owners, the Flagler Museum, Women’s Executive Leadership, 
Historical Society of Palm Beach and the Southeast Handwriting Analysis Association. 
She is also a volunteer with several South Florida charities. An avid exotic car 
enthusiast, Anne also enjoys traveling, wine, art, cycling and swimming. 

Emily Berlin serves as Executive Vice President of Helm Holdings International Inc., a 
diversified privately-owned group of approximately 70 companies operating principally 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. Prior to joining Helm Holdings International, Ms. 
Berlin was a partner (in 1981) and a practice leader in the law firm of Shearman & 
Sterling, specializing in corporate financings. She was Senior Managing Director of 
Helm Holdings International since 2001. She serves as Director of Helm Holdings 
International, Inc. She served as a Director of Birks & Mayors Inc. since November 
2005. Ms. Berlin served as a Director of Mayor's Jewelers Inc. from October 9, 2002 to 
November 14, 2005.
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One of the benefits of being a WEL charter or corporate member is the opportunity to receive and/or send 
search requests.  One of our charter members requested a search on behalf of her company for a CFO with 
manufacturing experience for which we received 4 responses; the company has narrowed it to two candidates 
for which we are awaiting the results.  

We received a board of director search request through our national organization, ION for a New York 
technology company who wanted a female with financial services experience; and a VP of marketing search 
request for a portfolio company of a local private equity firm. Another CFO search for a local healthcare 
company was initiated but they decided to move an executive internally to fill the position.  We are hearing from 
our strategic and search firm alliances that it is anticipated that board and executive search requests will be 
picking up in Q4 after a long dry spell. Our new website will include a special section for charter and corporate 
members that will be password protected and provide access to list of search requests.

WEL Membership Committee

Diane Cruz tapped on the shoulders of 6 dynamic women who are willing to roll-up their sleeves and work on 
growing the membership for WEL. The Membership Committee was charged with:

•Discovering why people join WEL
•Analyzing the current services provided

•Defining ways to help grow and strengthen WEL’s mem bership

The Committee has already held several meetings to discuss above issues and are currently in the process of 
finalizing their strategy to determine exactly what is needed for future growth. The Membership Committee is 
comprised of women in leadership with diverse backgrounds and experience in WEL. The Committee’s vision is to 
build on WEL’s success and find new services that are valued by accomplished women professionals. “WEL is a 
powerful organization and is providing a tremendous resource for executive women.  We are now poised to take this 
organization to the next level…” Diane Cruz, Chair of WEL’s Membership Committee. 

Please feel free to contact the committee members with your suggestions: Lizette Boukarrou: lboukarrou@curran-
connors.com, Jade Chen: jade@huizenga.nova.edu, Michelle Eisner: meisner@hollander.com, Michele Haas:  

Michele.Haas@CIGNA.com, Frances Hondal: hondalef@bellsouth.net, Shari Roth: shari@capital-idea.net,  Diane 
Cruz: dc12@ntrs.com and Evelyn D’An: evedan@dfsresources.com

WEL Book Club

WEL Advisory Board Member, Ruth Brophy, suggested a WEL Book Club to identify books recently read by 
members that they want to share--relevant topics--with a brief book review. Send us your favorite picks. 

The Imperfect Board Member: Discovering the Seven D isciplines of Governance Excellence - Using a 
fictional story followed by thorough analysis of the seven keys to great Board governance and effectiveness, 
The Imperfect Board Member helps Board members and CEOs work more effectively and avoid the problems 
that have plagued companies like Enron and WorldCom. 

"Outstanding in Their Field", a new book by Elizabe th Ghaffari, CEO of Technology Place Inc., takes a 
look at how women get to the Boardroom. Elizabeth examined the women who have been appointed to 
corporate boards in California, interviewing several and giving us the lessons she learned from these 
outstanding executives. Whether their background was corporate, government or in the non-profit world, their 
hard work, courage, and ability to face challenges make them stand out in the crowd. As I read the book, I was 
extremely impressed with their achievements. Elizabeth has given us a roadmap to the Boardroom. Having 
highlighted corporate board appointments of women for several years now, I believe the road to the Boardroom 
should not be the one less travelled, but should be the one we pave with our experience, expertise and 
education. 
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Board of Directors Advisory Board

Chairman
Cindy Kushner

Vice Chairman
Evelyn D’An

Treasurer
Carolyn Clarke 

Maria Cordo
Diane Cruz
Carolyn Donaldson
Diana Harville
Ann Hensler
Charlotte Laurent-Ottomane
Donna Meshaka
Stephanie Schaff
Natalie Thomas
Liza Winkeljohn

Secretary
Tammy Knight 

Betty Amos
Gail Birks
Ruth Brophy
Carolyn Chin
Cynthia Cohen
Madeline Condit
Bonnie Crabtree
Evelyn Follit
Angel Gallinal
Ann Lieff
Walter Revell
Lauren Smith

Please send your announcements, news and comments to : info@womenexecutiveleadership.com

Leadership at UM
Join us for a special luncheon event featuring Suzy Welch author of 10-10-10 and co-author of Winning. 

Wednesday, November 18th
12-2pm

Jungle Island in Miami, FL

Sponsored by: The Launch Pad at the University of Miami and in partnership with WEL, The Commonwealth 
Institute, The Women’s Chamber of Commerce, and IT-Women.

Invitation to come and special WEL Charter Member rate will be available.

Did You Know?

The International Women’s Forum will be hosting its 2009 World Leadership Conference in Miami on
October 7th through the 9th . As the international community struggles to recover its stride, what lessons do 
we carry forth as we face the next decade while working to survive and grow past the most economically 
cataclysmic events of our lifetime? Join top women leaders from the realms of discovery, innovation, creativity, 
investment and big ideas and be part of IWF’s global quest for solutions to complex problems that may require
some very simple actions for building a better world, better business and better days.

On October 6 th TCI presents its sixth annual leadership luncheon,"  A Conversation with Madeline 
Albright ” the former Secretary of State. Secretary Albright shares her perspective on the issues facing the world 
today and learn how her unique collection of pins became a diplomatic tool. All attendees will receive a copy of 
her new book and there will be a book signing after the luncheon. 

Initiative Pushes For More Female Lawyers To Serve On Corporate Boards
The Chicago Tribune (9/25, Ahern) reports, "Corporate boardrooms, long a bastion of male leadership, are 
under the watchful eye of DirectWomen, an organization designed to promote female lawyers to serve on 
corporate boards." Mary Ann Jorgenson, an attorney and head of DirectWomen, said the issue is, "We simply 
don't have a cadre of women as large as the cadre of men." DirectWomen, an "initiative of the American Bar 
Association's Business Law Section and the nonprofit women's business group Catalyst, recently announced 
that 21 female lawyers were selected into the 2009 DirectWomen Board Institute." Jorgenson said, "We see this 
program as discussions with leading academics, women directors and senior practicing lawyers in the field of 
corporate governance and director responsibilities, focusing on current board issues. We want this to be a 
discussion, and not a lecture hall." 


